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BYRD COMMEMORATES CONSTITUTION DAY WITH  
SPEECH IN SENATE 

 
Washington, DC…. Senator Robert C. Byrd, D-W.Va., today commemorated Constitution 
Day by delivering a speech on the Senate floor, describing the Constitution as “the heart and 
soul of our nation, and the stalwart vessel that will carry our nation’s liberty into the future.”  
Byrd, a fierce defender of the Constitution and author of the legislation that established 
Constitution Day, encouraged Americans to review, learn about, and appreciate the United 
States Constitution.   
On September 17, 1787, the United States Constitution was adopted by the Constitutional 
Convention in Philadelphia.  On Constitution Day, established in 2004, schools across the 
country hold education programs on the United States Constitution.  In addition, federal 
employees are provided with educational and training materials on the Constitution on 
September 17 of each year.  
Senator Byrd worked to establish Constitution Day because of his deep concern that far too 
many Americans have little or no knowledge of the Constitution.  He believes that educating 
Americans about our nation’s founding document is essential in order to protect our 
constitutionally guaranteed rights and freedoms for future generations. 
 
Senator Byrd’s Remarks are below 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Today, September 17th, 2007, marks the 220th anniversary of the signing of the 
Constitution of the United States. Across the nation, many students, teachers and 
historians are spending at least part of their time today reviewing, learning about, and 
most of all, appreciating the United States Constitution. Though not as flashy looking as 
the American Flag on Flag Day, or as bedecked in sparklers and fireworks as the 
celebration of the Declaration of Independence on the Fourth of July, the workhorse 
that is our Constitution truly merits a day of appreciation by all citizens.  
 




